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political groups who had boycotted the Statutory Com-
mission rallied round the Viceroy in the endeavour to make
his genuine efforts fruitful.

The circumstances following his pronouncement on the
goal to which British policy in regard to India was directed,
induced Lord Irwin to clarify the position in an address
to the Legislative Assembly in January 1930 :

" I have never sought to delude Indian opinion into the
belief that definition of a purpose, however plainly stated,
could of itself, by the enunciation of a phrase, provide a
solution for the problems which have to be solved before
that purpose is fully realized. The assertion of a goal,
however precise its terms, is of necessity a different thing
from the attainment of the goal. No sensible traveller
would feel that a clear definition of his destination was the
same thing as the completion of his journey, but it is
assurance of direction, and in this case I believe it to be
something of tangible value to India, that those who demand
full equality with other self-governing units of the British
Commonwealth on her behalf should know that Great Britain
on her side also desires to lend her assistance to India in
attaining that position/'

The object of this " apologia " was to conciliate the
attitude of intransigence that threatened to jeopardize
Lord Irwin's efforts to create a favourable atmosphere
for the proposed Round Table Conference. Those Indian
leaders who were outside the sphere of Congress politics
came together determined to explore fully the opportunity
now given to them by the proposal of a Round Table Con-
ference in the hope that a great advance might be made
towards the ultimate goal, which was to be Dominion Status
for India.

Meanwhile another development was taking place and
that from an unexpected quarter. The distant ideal of an
All-India Federation was being brought to a near focus.
Commenting on the Viceroy's announcement on Dominion
Status for India, His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner